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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Professor researches seniors citizens' navigation skills 
Research by a Grand Valley professor could someday impact how 
nursing homes and assisted living centers are constructed. 
For her new study, Davis will 
research 150 healthy people, 
Rebecca Davis , assistant professor of nursing, received a two-year, 
$120,000 fellowship from the John A. Hartford Foundation to study 
how senior citizens navigate their way through familiar and unfamiliar 
environments. 
ages 18 and up , to see if different 
colors and cues help their naviga-
tion skills. Her study will begin 
in August; she plans to recruit 
subjects from the West Michigan 
area. 
Davis specializes in care for the older adult. She said the ways older 
people navigate around their homes and other places largely contributes 
to their independence. 
Davis will work with Barbara 
Therrien, nursing professor at 
"Some nursing homes are built like a maze," Davis said. "They have 
these long, white hallways and all the rooms look the same. It some-
times can be difficult for people to find their way around." She started 
this project when her father-in-law moved into a nursing home. 
The University of Michigan, and 
Margaret Calkins, an international-
ly recognized leader in the field of 
environments for the elderly, par-
ticularly those with Alzheimer's 
disease or other dementias. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Rebecca Davis received a fellow-
ship to study senior citizens and 
their navigation skills. 
Using a virtual reality computer program built by researchers at the 
University of Arizona, Davis tests subjects on how difficult it is for 
them to find their way through simulated rooms and hallways. Her past 
research has proven older people tend to rely heavily on landmarks (a 
painting in the hallway, for example) and younger people can navigate 
with little information. 
The Hartford Foundation, based in 
New York, works with research-
ers around the country to help 
Across Campus 
Professor Emeritus of Biology Paul Huizenga 
and his wife, Ardis, meet Erica Vande Kopple, 
recipient of the Dr. Paul A. Huizenga Biology 
Education Scholarship. 
Scholarship dinner 
celebrates students, 
donors 
More than 450 donors , students, parents, 
faculty and staff members attended the 2007 
Scholarship Dinner on March 28. 
The dinner is Grand Valley's annual celebra-
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
increase the nation 's capacity to provide more effective and affordable 
care to senior citizens. 
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tion of private scholarships, allowing schol-
arship donors and the recipients to meet in 
person. The event also highlights donors' gen-
erosity in aiding students and recognizes the 
students who earn these scholarships. 
Seven scholarships created by faculty and staff 
this year were acknowledged among the 18 
new scholarships that were announced. Grand 
Valley has more than 200 endowed and annual 
privately-funded scholarships. 
Nearly 1,000 GVSU students received support 
from these funds. Approximately $25 million 
of the university 's nearly $60 million endow-
ment is dedicated to scholarship support for 
students. 
VAGTC joins Seidman 
College of Business 
The Van Andel Global Trade Center will move 
from the Finance and Administration Division 
to the Seidman College of Business, according 
to Jim Bachmeier, vice president for Finance 
and Administration. 
Bachmeier said the business college and 
VAGTC, with its focus on promoting interna-
tional business and trade, have a large number 
of similar outreach programs. 
The Seidman College of Business and VAGTC 
have worked closely together since the center's 
creation, including partnering on four U.S. 
Department of Education business and interna-
tional education grants that have brought more 
than $600,000 to Grand Valley. 
The grants have supported the VAGTC and 
Seidman 's International Business Program. 
The IBP enrolls 100 students now and boasts 
approximately 200 graduates since 1998. 
"The alignment of VAGTC with the Seidman 
College of Business should provide better ser-
vice to its constituents and foster better coor-
continues on page 2 
2 Forum I April 16, 2007 
Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
dination and synergy of business and international business resources," 
Bachmeier said. 
donated to organizations in Grand Rapids and Holland. The program 
is coordinated by Housing, Facilities Services, and Resident Housing 
Association. Questions can be directed to Gloria Myaard at xl3837 or 
Raven McClinon at xl3849. 
ESP honors faculty members Deadlines approach for 
international travel grants The Educational Support Program held its annual banquet March 30 at the 
Alumni House. ESP is a TRIO grant program for students who are among 
the first generation in their family to attend college. An informational meeting on the Faculty/Staff Exchange Program, facili-
tated by the Padnos International Center, will be held Thursday, April 19, 
at I p.m. in Lake Ontario Hall, room 130. 
The PIC awards 12 annual grants to facul ty and staff members. Exchange 
activities include building departmental relations, reviewing curriculum, 
exploring program compatibility and learning about various processes and 
procedures used by the partner university. Applications are available online 
at www.gvsu.edu/pic. The final deadline to submit applications is June I. 
Deadlines for faculty who wish to teach abroad at partner institutions 
are due beginning in August for the Summer 2008 semester. Various 
Three faculty members 
- Craig Benjamin, 
history; Felix Ngassa, 
chemistry; and lvo 
Soljan, English -
were honored as ESP 
Professors of the Year. 
Karen Mead, associate 
director of ESP, said 
students nominated 
those faculty for their 
teaching styles and 
"going the extra mile 
to help them overcome 
obstacles." 
Photo courtesy of Karen Mead 
Pictured left to right are ESP student Dorothy 
Sewe, Felix Ngassa, lvo Soljan, Craig Benjamin, 
his wife Pamela, and Karen Mead. 
host institutions and programs are available, visit the PIC Web site for 
details. For more information, contact Rebecca Hambleton at xl3898 or 
hambletr@gvsu.edu. 
'Heroes' contribute to disaster relief 
Project Donation begins third year A Grand Valley donation to the American Red Cross caps a special rela-
tionship that started last year. 
Project Donation will kick off its third annual campus-wide donation pro-
gram on April 16. When Grand Valley's Shakespeare Festival selected "Love's Labour 's 
Lost" for its Fall 2006 production, cast members gave it a twist by choos-
ing the elegant look of early 20th-century New Orleans for its setting. 
Along with paying tribute to the city's incredible musical heritage, the 
festival organizers pledged a portion of the box office proceeds to disaster 
Collection boxes will be placed in each housing living area in the great 
rooms, on-campus apartment community centers, and in the Service 
Building at the Allendale Campus. Items collected, including non-per-
ishable food, clothing, small appliances and household items, will be 
continues on page 3 
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The GVSU Forum is pub lished by the News 
and Informat ion Services Office. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publi-
cation items to Michele Coffi ll , editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-33 1-2221. 
Fax : 616-33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
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GVNOW 
To see video features and dai ly campus 
news, visit Grand Valley 's on line publication , 
GVNow, at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow. 
GRAND VALLEYli 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine . 
Grand VaJley State Uni vers ity is an 
affirmati ve action/equal opportunity institution. 
GVFaces 
Sherry Barricklow 
academic systems coordinator, IT 
At Grand Valley her days are usually filled with 
e-mails and phone calls for software support. 
However, when Sherry Barricklow journeyed 
to Ghana, West Africa, for a recent faculty/staff 
exchange trip, she discovered just how different her 
job and life would be in another cultural setting. 
"More than anything this trip taught me patience," 
she said. "Everything moves to a different rhythm 
over there and to be effective, I needed to learn to 
work within their style." 
While in Ghana, Barricklow taught student and 
facu lty/staff seminars on computer applications like 
Microsoft Office. She described her teaching experi-
ence as very exciting, but also very exhausting. 
"I taught two classes that had 160 and 250 students," 
she said. 
Instructing these unusually large classes may seem 
like an overwhelming task, but it was the least of her 
worries. While the students were very attentive and 
eager to learn, the sweltering sun and spontaneous 
power outages largely effected the success of her 
lectures, some-
times forcing 
her to rely 
solely on the 
strength of her 
own voice. 
"My voice box 
is still healing," 
Barricklow 
said. 
Barricklow 
spent seven 
Sherry Barrick/ow, left, and 
Grand Valley students Anna 
Sneller and Ruby Miller are pic-
tured in Ghana. 
weeks in Ghana and said the highlight of her trip was 
watching the country prepare for its annual Golden 
Jubilee, celebrating 50 years of independence. 
"Ghana is a country with five major language 
groups. During the Jubilee, everyone seemed to 
come together with a sense of national pride," she 
said. 
Barricklow started her relationship with Grand 
Valley as a computer science student. She has been a 
part of the Grand Valley community for 24 years and 
said the most enjoyable part of her job is simple: the 
people. 
What's Ahead 
CLAS faculty 
showcase sabbaticals 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences professors 
will showcase sabbatical projects that range 
from ancient Greek poetry to cancer research at 
the second Sabbatical Showcase. 
The campus community is invited to the event 
on Tuesday, April 17, from 1:30-4 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. 
For the 2006-07 academic year, CLAS had 88 
faculty eligible and 36 faculty that actually took 
a sabbatical. 
A sampling of sabbatical work that will be on 
display: 
• Diane Rayor, chair of the Classics Department, 
translated two Greek poems by seventh century 
BCE poets Archilochus and Sappho that were 
recently discovered through multispectral imag-
ing of papyri . 
• Mark Schaub, associate professor of writing, 
studied business communication practice in 
Central Europe while teaching for a semester at 
Poland's Krakow University of Economics with 
a Fulbright Lecturing Grant. 
• Laurie Witucki, associate professor of chem-
istry, undertook two cancer research projects 
at the Van Andel Research Institute, focusing 
on melanoma and prostrate tumorigenesis and 
metatasis. 
Brown bag lunch focuses 
on elder law 
Legal issues facing senior citizens and their 
caregivers will be the focus of a brown bag 
lunch sponsored by Work Life Connections. 
"Elder Law" will be presented by Chris 
Brown, an attorney with Varnum Riddering, on 
Wednesday, April 18, at noon in the Kirkhof 
Center, room 142; and Thursday, April 19, noon 
in the De Vos Center, room 303C. 
Participants can register online at www.gvsu. 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
relief, in the wake of the 2005 hurricane dam-
age. 
On April 9, festival director James Bell pre-
sented a check for $600 to Laurie Clark, fund 
development director from the American Red 
Cross of Ottawa County. In appreciation, the 
Red Cross added the Shakespeare Festival to its 
list of "Heroes" who donated funds for humani-
tarian work. 
Underachieving schools 
to get assistance 
Grand Valley's Regional Math and Science 
Center is teaming with other state institutions of 
edu/worklife and click on "Live and Learn 
Series." 
President hosts virtual 
office hours 
President Thomas J. Haas will host Virtual 
Office Hours on Wednesday, April 18, from 
9-11 a.m. 
The site is accessible by GVSU faculty, staff 
and students - users will need to login using 
their Novell username and password. The site 
will be accessible by clicking on a banner on 
the university's homepage or directly by visiting 
www.gvsu.edu/virtualofficehours . 
Diversity initiatives panel 
will give presentation 
Members of the Diversity Oversight Committee 
will report on recent diversity initiatives to the 
campus community on Thursday, April 19, at 
2:30 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
A viewing area will be available in the De Vos 
Center, University Club Room. The event will 
also be webcast via Grand Valley's homepage, 
allowing more students, faculty and staff mem-
bers access to the information. 
President Thomas J. Haas, Provost Gayle R. 
Davis, Vice President for Planning and Equity 
Pat Oldt and University Counsel Tom Butcher 
will report on the findings of the Diversity 
Assessment Committee. The committee was 
appointed in January to research current campus 
diversity initiatives and recommend ways to 
comply with Proposal 2 and to increase diverse 
representation for a rich learning environment. 
For more information visit www.gvsu.edu/dac 
and for more information about the event call 
x13296. 
Expert on slave ships 
to speak on campus 
An award-winning historian who has spent 
30 years researching maritime archives is 
3 Forum I April 16, 2007 
the next speaker dur-
ing Remembering the 
Crossings, a series of 
events to promote aware-
ness of 2007 as the bicen-
tennial of the abolition of 
the Trans-Atlantic Slave 
Trade. 
Marcus Rediker, professor 
of history at the University Marcus Rediker 
of Pittsburgh, will speak on 
"The Floating Dungeon: A 
History of the Slave Ship," on Thursday, April 
19, at 7 p.m. in Loosemore Auditorium in the 
De Vos Center. 
Rediker will draw from his fifth book, to 
be published in October, The Slave Ship , an 
unprecedented history of these vessels and the 
human drama acted out for more than three 
centuries as millions of people were transported 
from the coasts of Africa to the New World. 
His lecture is free and open to the public. 
For more information call Remembering 
the Crossings organizer Steeve Buckridge at 
xl8550 or visit www.gvsu.edu/abolition. 
Brands to discuss 
new book 
Presidential historian H. W. Brands will visit 
Grand Rapids to discuss his next book, tenta-
tively titled Franklin D. Roosevelt: His Life 
and Times . The author of books on Benjamin 
Franklin, Andrew Jackson, Theodore Roosevelt, 
and now Franklin Roosevelt, Brands is writ-
ing an authentic history of the United States in 
biography. 
The event on Thursday, April 19, is hosted 
by Grand Valley's Hauenstein Center for 
Presidential Studies, the Gerald R. Ford 
Foundation, and the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Library & Museum. It will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Ford Museum auditorium in downtown 
Grand Rapids. 
For more information, contact the Hauenstein 
Center at xl2770. 
···--------------------------
higher learning, local schools, and the Michigan 
Mathematical and Science Center Network to 
develop educational leadership in mathematics 
and science for underachieving schools. 
With a current two-year Mathematics and 
Science Partnership Competitive Grant of $2.3 
million , funded by the Michigan Department 
of Education, and the potential for increased 
renewable grants of $4.5 million statewide, 
the collaborative will address different aspects 
of developing educational leadership around 
mathematics teaching and learning in middle 
school. 
Partners include Grand Valley, University of 
Michigan, University of Michigan-Dearborn, 
Saginaw Valley State University, Michigan 
Mathematics and Science Center Network, tar-
geted high-needs schools, and mathematics and 
science experts. 
Free Press visit 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Ron Dzwonkowski, editorial page edi-
tor of the Detroit Free Press, interviews 
President Thomas J. Haas about issues 
facing higher education. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Mon., April 16 
Noon: Work Life Connections Support Group. 
Parents of Teens. 142 KC. Call x18011 for 
more information. 
1 p.m: Women's Commission Meeting. 104 KC. 
Call x12748 for more information. 
8 p.m.: University Arts Chorale and Festival 
Women's Chorale. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
Tues., April 17 
1:30 p.m.: CLAS Sabbatical Showcase. 250 KC. 
Call xl2495 for more information. 
8 p.m. : University Band Concert. LAT, PAC. 
Call x13484 for more information. 
Wed., April 18 
Noon-6 p.m.: Blood Drive. 205 KC. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 104 KC. Call 
x12204 for more information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. "Elder Law," by Chris Brown. 142 
KC. Call x18011 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Concert by Jazz Combos. Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall , PAC. Call x 13484 for 
more information. 
Thurs., April 19 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. Room 
varies. Call 361-5227, ext. 31 for more infor-
mation. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. "Elder Law," by Chris Brown. 303C 
DEV. Call x18011 for more information. 
2:30 p.m. : Diversity Oversight Committee 
Presentation. CDC. Call x13296 for more 
information. Event will also be webcast. 
3 p.m.: AWRI Lecture. "Terrestrial Carbon in 
Lake Ecosystems," by Jay Lennon. Lake 
Michigan Center, Muskegon. Call xl3749 for 
more information. 
3:30 p.m.: Retirement Reception for Psychology 
Professor David Bernstein . Atrium, ASH. Call 
x12195 for more information. 
5 p.m.: "Hide and Seek" Senior Photography 
Thesis Exhibition Reception. 1121 PAC. Call 
x 12564 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Remembering the Crossings Lecture. 
"The Floating Dungeon: A History of the 
Slave Ship," by Marcus Rediker. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x l3298 for more 
information. 
7:30 p.m.: Hauenstein Center Lecture. "Franklin 
D. Roosevelt: His Life and Times," by H.W. 
Brands. Ford Museum, Grand Rapids . Call 
xl2770 for more information. 
8 p.m. : Concert by Select Women's Ensemble, 
University Singers and Varsity Men. LAT, 
VENTS 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Fri., April 20 
5:30 p.m.: Graduate Student Celebration. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call xl 7105 
for more information. 
8 p.m.: Concert by Symphony Orchestra. LAT, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Comedy by The Second City Touring 
Company. "Truth, Justice or the American 
Way." FH. 
Sports 
Wed., April 18 
2 p.m.: Baseball hosts Northwood University. 
3 p.m. : Softball hosts St. Joseph 's College. 
Sat., April 21 
1 p.m. : Softball hosts Northwood University. 
Sun., Apr. 22 
1 p.m.: Softball hosts Saginaw Valley State 
University. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Roy J. Winegar, assistant professor of com-
munications, was interviewed by the Muskegon 
Chronicle for a story about recent media 
mergers. 
Jeff Ray, director of the School of Engineering, 
was interviewed by WZZM Channel 13 for a 
story about the FIRST Robotics Competition 
held on campus. 
John Taylor, associate professor of marketing, 
was interviewed by the Muskegon Chronicle for 
a story about the Great Lakes shipping season 
and exotic species entering the lakes. 
Richard Rediske, senior research scientist at 
the Annis Water Resources Institute, was inter-
viewed by WGVU Radio for a story on prescrip-
tion drug contamination in water. 
Kathy Ransom, security manager for Pew 
Campus and Regional Centers, was interviewed 
by WZZM Channel 13 for a story about the 
department's involvement in downtown safety. 
Sketches 
Rebecca Walker, assistant professor of math-
ematics, gave a presentation, "Developing 
Flexible and Critical Use of Representations in 
Problem Solving," at the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics Annual Conference in 
Atlanta. 
Maria Landon, affiliate professor of market-
ing, wrote an article, "Start The Spin Cycle For 
Whirlpool And Maytag," published in the Grand 
Rapids Business Journal. 
Felix Ngassa, assistant professor of chemistry, 
gave three presentations at the 233rd National 
Meeting of the American Chemical Society in 
Chicago. 
Hugh Jack, professor of engineering, gave a 
presentation, "Education, A Supplier for Every 
Company," at the Society of Manufacturing 
Engineers Westec Conference in Los Angeles. 
Hospitality and Tourism Management faculty 
members A. Scott Rood, Paul Stansbie and 
Charles Baker-Clark and students attended the 
Driving Tourism Conference held in Traverse 
City. 
Dave Tanis, associate professor of chemis-
try, gave a presentation, "Bonding Bottles," at 
the 54th Annual Michigan Science Teachers 
Association Conference in Grand Rapids. 
Charles Pazdernik, associate professor of 
Classics, gave a presentation, "'The trembling of 
Cain': Religious power and Institutional Culture 
in Justinianic Oath-Making," at the Seventh 
Biennial Conference on Shifting Frontiers in 
Late Antiquity in Boulder, Colorado. 
Deborah Herrington, assistant professor of 
chemistry, gave a presentation, "Target Inquiry: 
The Importance of an Authentic Science Inquiry 
Experience in Creating an Inquiry-Based Science 
Program," at the 233rd American Chemical 
Society National Meeting in Chicago. 
WGVU Productions earned an Award of 
Excellence from the Accolade Competition for 
"Hope College Christmas Vespers 2006." 
